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By StepHEN DeAR
Correspondent
CHAPEL HILL—Kathy Sharpless is
| used to the questions.
S asked plenty of times about the
n spots and real estate in the

aribbea

After all, the new president of the
Chapel Hill Board of Realtors has alsa
been president of the Virgin lslands
Territorial Association of Realtors, presi-
dent of the 5t. Thomas-St. John Board
Realtors, and Realtor of the Year for ¢
US. Virgin Islands,

“Tloved it. It was great. It was a won-
derful place until it was time to grow up.
and come home,” Sharpless said, laugh-
ing. “It was like ru er you
graduated from colle
ing, back for 20 years.

kes sense for a kid from Baltimore.
aduating from the Un

st

Kathy Sharplass, the new president of the Chapel Hill Board of Realtors, says
her priorities. for the board include providing educational opportunities for the

Back from Paradise

New board president learned the trade while living in the Caribbean

At Reh
married her hus
who at the time was g
hotel,

obeth, 26 years ago, she met and
Chris Sharpless,
ral manager of a

A year later Chris was transferred to
the Caribbean island country of Barbados.
a\,,m;-\n ths after that they moved to

t. Thomas, an island in the US. Virgin
Mdm!- where they would stay for the.
better part of two decad,

When they settled Kathy helped Chris
th the hotel business for a year and
f. Then she decided to find something

n which working Full-time meant work
ing 40 hours per week, not

ed more Lime to spend with he
Darren, now 31, Chris Jr., now 30,
Ched, now 18,

Kathy tried her hand at a few jobs
before working as a secretary in a real
estate firm on St. Thomas, In 1977 she
decided to sell real estate herself. “1
thought I could do pretty well and it

She want-

‘Stall photo by David Allord

membership, including a program for real estate agents to better utiize the

Multiple Listing Service on the Internet.

take-charge type nf person.
She's one of those people that
if you want to get something
done, you go to her and it'll
get done.”
Jenny Crittenden

‘co-worker

learn the business, Sharpless was se
$6 1087 million in re r. St
Thoemas Is'where she had her best sales

years.
“But it was different kind of market,”
Sharpless said.

sold primarily second
ent condos.... Of
were a lit

homes and investn
course, the price tj

higher.”

and in 1995 became chairperson of the
state-level committee on professional
standards.

‘The Sharplesses moved to lown after a
chance meeting in Dallas in 1989 between
Kuhy and A.C. Robbins, now managing

broker of Prudential Carolinas Realtors in
Chapel Hill, They were attending a con-
ference of the National Association of
Re:

the year for the Virgin lslands, Robbins
for Realtor of the year for North Carolina.
“She saw my Robbis alls.

“She said do you know anybody from
Chapel Hill? | said, Funny you should
ask. . ... She came to work with us and has
been extremely suceessful.”

Kathy sells about 10 or 12 hms:‘jpw
year now. Last year her sales totaled $3.9
‘million, she said.

Chris is co-owner of Quality Services
International, a locally based company

hat is the master franchiser f ice
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The position of board president
is usually decided by vote of the
membership of the board of real-
tors. But last year’s president-elect,
John Tyrrell, started working in
Raleigh as head of corporate oper-
ations at Howard, Perry and
Walston/Better Homes and
Gardens’ corporate headquarters.

So Sharpless was appointed as
board president. “I guess | enjoy a
challenge,” she said.

Sharpless says her priorities for
the board include providing edu-
cational opportunities for the
membership this year, including a
program for real estate agents to
learn how to expose their listings
in the best fashion when the
Multiple Listing Service becomes
available on the Internet soon.

Her work will also involve keep-
ing in touch with town and county
planning issues and working with
the N.C. Department of
Transportation “to see what kinds
of plans are on their books. Just
basically trying to provide for us
all the information we need to do

e

our jobs better.”

Sharpless does not see much _
progress to be made on the issue of

creating  affordable housing
opportunities in Chapel Hill. “It's
just very difficult trying to identify
a piece of land and so forth in
which to operate,” she said.

Construction was recently fin-
ished on a Habitat for Humanity
house that was supported by the
Chapel Hill Board of Realtors. The
board financed most of the house
and contributed a lot of labor
hours to it too, Sharpless said. “We
have had some members express
an interest in trying to see if we
can’t find another avenue for that
in order to try and bring some
affordable housing into the area,”
she said.

Her coworker, Jenny Crittenden,
thinks Sharpless could help the

board pull off another Habitat pro- |

ject. “She’s a real take-charge type
of person. She’s one of those peo-
ple that if you want to get some-
thing done you go to her and it'll
get done.”

Sharpless plans to stick around.
Other than visiting, she has no
plans for returning to live in the
Caribbean.

“We've been very happy being

back in the States,” she said.
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